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A Critical Study of English Translation of Akhtar- ul- Iman’s
Poem “Apahaj Gaari Ka Aadmi”
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Abstract:

Akhtar-ul-Iman is a significant name of modern Urdu poetry. Akhtar's
poems debate important existential and social issues beyond the
traditional themes.His poems reflect specific cultural items. He has
specific ideology about poetry, and he considers poetry as a useful task
rather than a mere chore. His poems are not the product of a single
moment but there is a coherent thought system behind them. One of the
characteristics of his personality is that he was not fond of exposing his
poems but wanted to make his poems effective and useful. This is the
reason why he used to have a critical view of his own poems. At first,
his poems did not get the acceptance they deserved, but soon his poetry
made its place in the field of modern Urdu poetry. When critics turned
towards Akhtar’s poetry, his individuality became more evident. The
popularity of his themes also attracted the attention of translators and
English translations of his poems came into existence. However, there
is no research based on the merits and demerits of these translations.
"Apahaj Gaari Ka Aadmi" is an important poem of Akhtar-ul-Iman
that has been translated into English. This paper presents a critical

study of the said English translation.
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MAN IN A WHEELCHAIR
There are some who measure
Their lives by the calendar
Others measure theirs by bread
Or by the tresses of their beloved.
Then, there are those
Who measure their lives by their miseries
Or by their deeds;
But we measure ours by our faltering will.(3)
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Has the moment just passed
Been enriched by the glow of my blood?
Has its taste been enhanced
By the salt of my tears?
Has the sweat of my brow
Ever turned a whirlpool into a shore?
Will this journey of nothingness lead somewhere
Or end in nothing itself?
Will my desire remain unfulfilled
As usual?2(5)
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For a long time, I have been walking on this earth
Like the earth itself.
Where will this blind and mad journey lead me?(7)
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I have consumed many springs of this life like food;
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I'have worn them out like clothes.
[ am a silkworm;
Frightened, I hid in my cocoon.
I eat my own cocoon
And emerge from it
To learn the cause and reason for my living.(9)
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My heart searches for the will of God
And my body hounds for pleasures.
I grew one day on the pathway of days and nights.
I live like plants in this world.
I have no feeling, no faith, no knowledge.
I am not a part of this world,
Nor do I have my own identity.

I do not know the meaning of



110 1SSN2709-4014 (Prind, ISSN 2710-5105 (Onlinek 2023 2 s 208 ok AN )

Sin, hell, virtue or Paradise.(11)
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Why is it that nothing ever came easy to me?
Will it ever?
Fables, the edicts of rulers, the miracles of saints,
And the hardships of the Prophets
Are all recorded.
We hang them around our necks
As talisman.
We have locked them in underground cellars.

Whenever we falter, we seek their support,
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But we don’t know where to go.(13)
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I am a broken, scattered man.
This earth is the root of my mental illness.
I am scarred of the day
When the earth will be submerged
Under melted snow and ice;
When it will be turned into nothingness
By new disasters from the heavens, or
When man will turn it into a tale
By his own deeds.

The earth has become a target for the unruly.(15)



112 1SSN2709-4014 (Prind), ISSN 2710-5105 (Online)2023 7 )L"ngZcOS / 1y r/‘;‘iﬁ )

"!m/’g'fl,:fcuji/!;]/’aw»@{.‘Lfd//vkﬁdjl?@j(}LZ}'J&JILU;'
Licesslsnow “&4‘:".J/,"Z//d!-ujfpb'wiiscattered sslbroken 43_2_/,
5?&9{;011{‘46%6).:4@&,4 f?//u)/ﬂu,;u%wyp,«,w;
$" 3o e GBI U £ e S P 710005 S P e
L}fd/ﬁw/#)lu,’fm‘LJﬁ’”éL}’r’t(’Zb’uﬁ}dﬁgﬁﬁgfd/c;nothingnessg
Bl¥unruly f6 £ "UF e U e §AT e FE BT e G
e A S5 5]

el Slo iU e Ll
G endsg b g F
Ut U en LR
LSS GBIV 2
e B S niz ks
SN Z Y Sy el

N

\

It is clearly stated in the commandments
That there is only one God,

But the small print on the tiny tablets
Has led to many sects.

Their followers,

Wearing these tablets as necklaces,

Or holding prayer beads,

Or wearing the sacred thread,

Are getting more and more wrapped

In the cloud of the dust of their feet.(17)
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Leaves of sacred tulsi and olive branches
Are scattered in the air.
Age after age, rows of ants
Pass through winding paths.
Headless bodies clutter the roads.(19)
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Elaborate ceremonies are held to appease the gods.
Sacred chants and incense
Fill the air.(21)
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And the omnipresent God,
Trapped forever in the commandments,

Watches everything quietly.(23)
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Why don’t we assume silence like God?
We could live like plants and trees
And be massacred like them.
We might as well forget
Our gunpowder-smitten prayers
Which wander aimlessly on the skies. (24)
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We should, perhaps, make our minds numb
By regarding our life as a gift of God,;
Or busy ourselves in absurd talk;
Or become one of those
Who measure their lives
By bread and butter.
Or by months and years;
Or who drink their own blood
To quench their thirst;
Or who seek remedy for their griefs
By their own scourges. (25)
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